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Juait Mari 3ras, a weallhy

Clawyer  who is  seerctary-.
general o e Pro Independ-
cinece alovement  (PIM),
charges (... the Association of
L...vm v Sudents {or State-
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“nevertheless served his pur-

pose of atfracting attention to
the emotional new political
struggle that is developing

here unbeknownst fo most .

Americans.’

Smce ihi 5 conill Lt r:w 23
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rexations with  toe  Uniled

" States, and will probably comae

to a head later this yecar

through a plebiscite on status, -

Amgricans arc soon going to

. be hearing a great deal about

“nstrument’ of the CIA, and -

0 AURL s responsivie for a

Jecent 1oc‘\—m10wmg assault
o -oor youths demonstrating
o mpc*)(k ace.

“Wc do not have the shg“t-\

es. doubt,” -said Mari Bras,
“ihat in back of all this is the
. infamous CIA, which has been

;iiving through its San Juan -

oiiice, lo attack the PIM and
the independence siruggle in
’”""“"“1 1z
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© Mavi Bras mmay not have any
“doubts,”’  but most other
2uerto Ricans do. His charges

against the CIA are nottaken -

© seriously,.  bat
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they have

it, especially if Mari Bras and
his sensational new ally, the
one and only Stokely Carmi-

chacl (nead of SNCC), have

anything to do with if.
Carmichael, whose leader-
ship
Violent Coordinating Commit-
tee so aroused Americans last
year, has come and gone from

back and meanwhile he is
busy Smlm"f up things'in New
York where 700 000 Puerto
*Ricans now live.

In {act, Carmichael and

erto - Rico, but he will be*

Mari Bras have issued a joint.

communique saying they will
_work together against the war

in Vzetnam, the draft and
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“living
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“police brutality,” and. for
~better housing, education, and
conditions _in urban

2177

slums.

The Ind cpendlstas share the
view of Cubz's Fidel Casiro
SIELT Paimic N I meTely a
“neriumed  colony™ oif the
United States, The PIM and
"SNCC alliance intends to try to
bring questions of Puerto
Rican  independence’
Negro
"United States before the
United Nations.

- Al this makes headlines,

but here in San Juan interest .
- centers not on the Independis-

tas (as of now a negligible
group),
battle at the polls between the.
two major parties, one of

and.
“oppression” in the.

but on the coming.
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to determine) but there is
certainly a strong, if minority,
sentiment for full statehood,

- espeeially among  the more
. ‘affluent and better educated

~aluiough only a

elements.
It is a curicss
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fondiu of
Eskimos and Hawaiians liva
in the United States, botn
Alaska and Hawaili enjoy
statehood, but Puerto Rico,,
with pmhaps 1.5 mﬂlm,;
residing in the United Stat}s,
remains something less, o1, as

- some would have it, equal but -
i separale,

which stands for the present -
commonwealth status and the

other for statchood.

In the United States it is

generally assumed that all or .

nearly all of Puerto Rico is
happy and contented with its

existing statlis, but actually.
there is a substantial dissent.

Just how big this is nobody.
knows (that’s what the plebi-

scxte, i it xs held is supposed '
- DR immense popular followm{;, :

coann

In any case, Puc1 to Rico is

- neither fish nor fowl. Thereis.

no other status quite like it:
anywhere else in the world. It:
7is part of the United States
and yet isn’t. The pecople-
escape the income tax, but not:
the draft. And so it goes. :

Modern Puerto Rico is
really almost the work of one
man, the incomparable Munoz
Marin, who founded -the:
. Popular Democratic party and
was the governor for so many-
years until he insisted on

. retiring in 1964.

But even in "rctxrcment" he
is **Mr. Puerto Rico,” with an!

particularly among the work-"

\ters and peasants. He is the

% States,
_continues to favor it (and he
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‘Tather of the “commonwealth"”
. arrangement with the United -
and as long as he;

"does  wholcheartedly), it

-probably will persist.

Nevertheless, there seems to |
be a glowmg sentiment for
statehood. Blessed by the-
.strong ~leadership of Luis-
and- Miguel Gacia,
.Mendez,  the Republican .
Statehood party has shot up:

.- froma 85,172 votes in 1952 to,
¢ 284,627 in 1964,

This -is still only a little’
.more than 34 percent of the
total vote, but there is a -
strong belief that the percent-

age would be considerably-

o

larger in an eélection where
statchood was the only issue. . .
Many also fecel that statchood.
would win outright if Munoz
Marin was out of the picture.. |

* Munoz himself thinks com-'
monwealth would win even if.

« :‘he were dead. However, as he

- said to me, "I do not intend to-

“take my life to, prové the

! pomt."
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